
From: barbara george
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: Testimony on agenda item D-7
Date: Tuesday, November 06, 2018 11:41:27 AM

Aloha Chair Case and members of the Board of Land and Natural Resources,

As a Hawaii resident, I strongly support the full restoration of all taro-feeding streams
in East Maui. I stand with the taro farmers, cultural practitioners, scientists, and
concerned residents advocating for East Maui streams. This Board must establish
and enforce a timeline to ensure that the diversions from these streams are
completely and permanently closed, all trash and debris are removed, and the
dumping of water from one stream to another is strictly regulated to prevent flooding
of downstream farms. Downstream farmers should be regularly consulted in the
process to restore this stream ecosystem.

Mahalo,

Barbara George
Haleiwa, HI
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From: Colleen Soares
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: Testimony on agenda item D-7
Date: Tuesday, November 06, 2018 11:49:16 AM

Aloha Chair Case and members of the Land Board,

I support the full restoration of all taro-feeding streams in East Maui. I stand with the taro
farmers, cultural practitioners, scientists, and concerned residents advocating for East Maui
streams. This board should establish and enforce a timeline to ensure that the diversions
from these streams are completely and permanently closed, all trash and debris is
removed, and the dumping of water from one stream to another is strictly regulated to
prevent flooding of downstream farms. Downstream farmers should be regularly consulted
in the process to restore this stream ecosystem.

Mahalo,

Colleen Soares
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BOARD OF LAND & NATURAL RESOURCES 
Suzanne D. Case, Chairperson

Board Members: 
Stanley H. Roehrig | Keith “Keone” Downing | James A. Gomes | Thomas Oi |  

Samuel “’Ohu” Gon III | Christopher Yuen 

DATE: Friday, November 9, 2018 
TIME: 9:15 a.m. 
PLACE: Kalanimoku Building, Land Board Conference Room 132 

Holdover of Revocable Permits S-7263, S-7264 and S-7265 to Alexander and Baldwin, Inc. and S-
7266 to East Maui Irrigation Company, Limited, for Water Use on the Island of Maui.  

Chair Case and Members of the Committee:

My name is Dale Sandlin, and I am Managing Director of the Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council. The Hawaii 
Cattlemen’s Council, Inc (HCC) is the Statewide umbrella organization comprised of the four county level 
Cattlemen’s Associations. Our 150+ member ranchers represent over 60,000 head of beef cows; more than 75% 
of all the beef cows in the State and ranchers in Hawaii are the stewards of approximately 25% of the State’s 
total land mass.

The Hawaii Cattlemen’s Council strongly supports the approval for holdover for these revocable permits as it 
is critical to the future success of our industry on Maui and providing a necessary resource for improved pasture 
for raising livestock. 

As Alexander & Baldwin and HC&S have ceased their sugar operations, grazed pasture for livestock production 
emerged as a viable option to keep the land in agriculture, provide jobs within the livestock sector and provide a 
stable food source for our islands.  HC&S conducted a trial of developing improved pasture for livestock 
production and utilized a group of cattle from a local ranch to determine the land’s viability for this use. In 
addition to planting grasses and legumes, they installed subsurface drip irrigation. This irrigation method 
provides for the efficient delivery of water directly to plant root systems and ensures a consistent forage source 
regardless of local rainfall. After better than expected gains during the trial, HC&S expanded the improved 
pasture acreage and have begun livestock and pasture management operations.  
 
The availability of irrigated pasture provides ranchers with the ability to provide the necessary forage for their 
cattle without relying solely on the rainfall that falls only on their pastures. The ability for the existing 
infrastructure to continue to provide the vital resource of water to the central plain is critical for the continued 
success of these lands. If we expect to increase the stability of local food production, this is a major factor to 
reaching that goal. With Governor Ige’s goal to increase agricultural production by 50%, local pasture raised 
beef is possibly the single biggest commodity to help reach that goal. 
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A long-term water rights lease approved by BLNR is wholly dependent on ensuring that Maui’s Central Plain 
continues to receive East Maui water. The brackish wells in the Central Plain cannot provide a sustainable 
source for agricultural production and will not allow for the continued success of agriculture on Maui. A&B has 
begun the EIS process with the required studies and assessments currently underway and expect a Draft EIS 
early in 2018. 

The water delivered from East Maui is providing public benefit, both for agricultural production and to 
upcountry residents and other small farmers. The holdover for these revocable permits will also provide for the 
continued maintenance of the overall system for water delivery. The continued maintenance of this system is 
critical not only for A&B’s uses, but also for the critical delivery of water to more than 36,000 upcountry 
residents and other small farmers in Kula. Without holdover, the ditches, roads, and other components of the 
system will be overgrown and deteriorate causing an even greater financial burden to restore. Currently, A&B 
has demonstrated the ability to maintain or improve these systems over time. In cases of the cessation of large 
scale sugar production on other islands, the state has not been effective at transitioning the infrastructure 
maintenance responsibilities. The re-establishment of these systems were no longer feasible after they left 
private maintenance. 
 
We respectfully ask that holdover be granted for these revocable permits. We ask that the board consider and 
invest in the future of agriculture on Maui by approving the holdover. The potential benefit of these lands could 
lead to Maui being the catalyst to improve the stability of local food production for our state and this cannot be 
achieved without the continued delivery of water from East Maui to the central plain. We appreciate the 
opportunity to testify on this important matter. 
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DAVID Y. IGE
Governor

DOUGLAS S. CHIN 
Lt. Governor 

SCOTT E. ENRIGHT
Chairperson, Board of Agriculture

PHYLLIS SHIMABUKURO-GEISER
Deputy to the Chairperson 

 

State of Hawaii 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

1428 South King Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii  96814-2512 

       Phone:  (808) 973-9600   FAX:  (808) 973-9613 

   
TESTIMONY OF SCOTT E. ENRIGHT 

CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF AGRCULTURE 
 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

November 9, 2018 
9:15 A.M. 

Kalanimoku Building 
Land Board Conference Room 132 

 
BOARD ITEM D-7 

Holdover of Revocable Permits S-7263 (Tax Map Key: (2) 1-1-001:044), S-7264 (Tax 
Map Keys: (2) 1-1-001:050, 2-9-014:001, 005, 011, 012 & 017) and S-7265 (Tax Map 

Key: (2) 1-1-002: por. 002) to Alexander and Baldwin, Inc., and S-7266 (Tax Map Keys: 
(2) 1-2-004:005 & 007) to East Maui Irrigation Company, Limited, for Water Use on the 

Island of Maui. 
 
Chairperson Case and Members of the Board: 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on agenda item D-7 that requests an 

additional one-year holdover for four Revocable Permits issued to Alexander and 

Baldwin, Inc and East Maui Irrigation Company.  If the request is approved, it would be 

the third and final holdover renewal action as provided for in Act 126, SLH 2016.  The 

Department of Agriculture supports the approval of this request that ensures the largest 

contiguous area of prime agricultural lands, most of which were designated as Important 

Agricultural Lands in 2009, to continue having access to vital irrigation water. 

 

We understand that Alexander and Baldwin continues to move forward in 

transitioning their 30,000 acres of prime agricultural land in Central Maui to agricultural 

uses including irrigated pasture for beef cattle, diversified crops, bio-energy crops, and 

a new County agricultural park.  These agricultural uses, once established, will 

substantially move  goals to increase food and energy self-sufficiency.  
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Maintaining access to the reliable and cost-effective irrigation system is critical in this 

regard. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important request. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 

 
 
      Scott E. Enright 
      Chairperson, Board of Agriculture 
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From: Keoahunui Warrington
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: Testimony on Agenda Item D-7
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2018 9:35:54 PM

Aloha Chair Case and members of the Land Board,

I support the full restoration of all taro-feeding streams in East Maui. I stand with the taro
farmers, cultural practitioners, scientists, and concerned residents advocating for East Maui
streams. This board should establish and enforce a timeline to ensure that the diversions from
these streams are completely and permanently closed, all trash and debris is removed, and the
dumping of water from one stream to another is strictly regulated to prevent flooding of
downstream farms. Downstream farmers should be regularly consulted in the process to
restore this stream ecosystem.

Mahalo,

Constance Keoahunui Uale Warrington

Sent from my iPhone

000013



From: kumu chang
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: Testimony on agenda item D-7
Date: Monday, November 05, 2018 4:12:20 PM

Aloha Chair Case and members of the Land Board,

I support the full restoration of all taro-feeding streams in East Maui. I stand with the taro
farmers, cultural practitioners, scientists, and concerned residents advocating for East Maui
streams. This board should establish and enforce a timeline to ensure that the diversions
from these streams are completely and permanently closed, all trash and debris is
removed, and the dumping of water from one stream to another is strictly regulated to
prevent flooding of downstream farms. Downstream farmers should be regularly consulted
in the process to restore this stream ecosystem.

Mahalo,

Lisa Chang
Hau ula
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From: Michele A. Halligan
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: Testimony on agenda item D-7
Date: Tuesday, November 06, 2018 7:24:45 AM

Aloha Chair Case and members of the Land Board,

I support the full restoration of all taro-feeding streams in East Maui. I stand with the taro
farmers, cultural practitioners, scientists, and concerned residents advocating for East Maui
streams. This board should establish and enforce a timeline to ensure that the diversions
from these streams are completely and permanently closed, all trash and debris is
removed, and the dumping of water from one stream to another is strictly regulated to
prevent flooding of downstream farms. Downstream farmers should be regularly consulted
in the process to restore this stream ecosystem.

Mahalo,

Michele Halligan

(former resident of Haiku and still caring about East Maui streams!)
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From: Paul Carter
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: Testimony on agenda item D-7
Date: Wednesday, November 07, 2018 9:53:19 AM

Aloha Chair Case and members of the Land Board,

I support the full restoration of all taro-feeding streams in East Maui. I stand with the taro
farmers, cultural practitioners, scientists, and concerned residents advocating for East Maui
streams. This board should establish and enforce a timeline to ensure that the diversions
from these streams are completely and permanently closed, all trash and debris is
removed, and the dumping of water from one stream to another is strictly regulated to
prevent flooding of downstream farms. Downstream farmers should be regularly consulted
in the process to restore this stream ecosystem.

Mahalo,

Dr. Paul Carter, PhD
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From: Tony Fink
To: DLNR.BLNR.Testimony
Subject: East Maui stream diversions
Date: Monday, November 05, 2018 5:31:39 PM

Aloha Chair Case and members of the Land Board,

I support the full restoration of all taro-feeding streams in East Maui. I stand with the taro
farmers, cultural practitioners, scientists, and concerned residents advocating for East Maui
streams. This board should establish and enforce a timeline to ensure that the diversions from
these streams are completely and permanently closed, all trash and debris is removed, and the
dumping of water from one stream to another is strictly regulated to prevent flooding of
downstream farms. Downstream farmers should be regularly consulted in the process to
restore this stream ecosystem.

Mahalo,

Tony Fink
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